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Finnish: Hyvaa joulua 
Flemish: Zalig Kerstfeest en Gelukkig nieuw jaar 
French: Joyeux Noel 
Frisian: Noflike Krystdagen en in protte Lok en Seine yn it Nije Jier! 
Galician: Bo Nada 
Gaelic: Nollaig chridheil agus Bliadhna mhath ½r! 
German: Frºhliche Weihnachten 
Greek: Kala Christouyenna! 
Haiti: (Creole) Jwaye Nowel or to Jesus Edo Bri'cho o Rish D'Shato Brichto 
Hausa: Barka da Kirsimatikuma Barka da Sabuwar Shekara! 
Hawaiian: Mele Kalikimaka 
Hebrew: Mo'adim Lesimkha. Chena tova 
Hindi: Shub Naya Baras (good New Year not Merry Christmas) 
Hungarian: Kellemes Karacsonyi unnepeket 
Icelandic: Gledileg Jol 
Indonesian: Selamat Hari Natal 
Iraqi: Idah Saidan Wa Sanah Jadidah 
Irish: Nollaig Shona Dhuit, or Nodlaig mhaith chugnat 
Iroquois: Ojenyunyat Sungwiyadeson honungradon nagwutut. Ojenyunyat osrasay. 
Italian: Buone Feste Natalizie 
Japanese: Shinnen omedeto. Kurisumasu Omedeto 
Jiberish: Mithag Crithagsigathmithags 
Korean: Sung Tan Chuk Ha 
Lao: souksan van Christmas 
Latin: Natale hilare et Annum Faustum! 
Latvian: Prieci'gus Ziemsve'tkus un Laimi'gu Jauno Gadu! 
Lausitzian:Wjesole hody a strowe nowe leto 
Lettish: Priecigus Ziemassvetkus 
Lithuanian: Linksmu Kaledu 
Low Saxon: Heughliche Winachten un 'n moi Nijaar 
Luxembourgish: Sch¯ine Chreschtdaag an e gudde Rutsch 
Macedonian: Sreken Bozhik 
Maltese: IL-Milied It-tajjeb 
Manx: Nollick ghennal as blein vie noa 
Maori: Meri Kirihimete 
Marathi: Shub Naya Varsh (good New Year not Merry Christmas) 
Navajo: Merry Keshmish 
Norwegian: God Jul, or Gledelig Jul 
Occitan: Pulit nadal e bona annado 
Papiamento: Bon Pasco  
Papua New Guinea: Bikpela hamamas blong dispela Krismas na Nupela yia i go long yu 
Pennsylvania German: En frehlicher Grischtdaag un en hallich Nei Yaahr! 
Peru: Feliz Navidad y un Venturoso A¶o Nuevo 
Philippines: Maligayang Pasko! 
Polish: Wesolych Swiat Bozego Narodzenia or Boze Narodzenie 
Portuguese:Feliz Natal 
Pushto: Christmas Aao Ne-way Kaal Mo Mobarak Sha 
Rapa-Nui (Easter Island): Mata-Ki-Te-Rangi. Te-Pito-O-Te-Henua 
Rhetian: Bellas festas da nadal e bun onn 
Romanche: (sursilvan dialect): Legreivlas fiastas da Nadal e bien niev onn!Rumanian: 
Sarbatori vesele or Craciun fericit 
Russian: Pozdrevlyayu s prazdnikom Rozhdestva is Novim Godom 
Sami: Buorrit Juovllat 
Samoan: La Maunia Le Kilisimasi Ma Le Tausaga Fou 
Sardinian: Bonu nadale e prosperu annu nou 
Scots Gaelic: Nollaig chridheil huibh 
Serbian: Hristos se rodi. 
Singhalese: Subha nath thalak Vewa. Subha Aluth Awrudhak Vewa 
Slovak: Vesele Vianoce. A stastlivy Novy Rok 
Slovene: Vesele Bozicne Praznike Srecno Novo Leto or Vesel Bozic in srecno Novo leto 
Spanish: Feliz Navidad 
Swedish: God Jul and (Och) Ett Gott Nytt ¡r 
Tagalog: Maligayamg Pasko. Masaganang Bagong Taon 
Tamil: (Tamizh) Nathar Puthu Varuda Valthukkal (good New Year not Merry Christmas) 
Trukeese: (Micronesian) Neekiriisimas annim oo iyer seefe feyiyeech! 
Thai: Sawadee Pee Mai or souksan wan Christmas 
Turkish: Noeliniz Ve Yeni Yiliniz Kutlu Olsun 
Ukrainian: Srozhdestvom Kristovym or Z RIZDVOM HRYSTOVYM 
Urdu: Naya Saal Mubarak Ho (good New Year not Merry Christmas) 
Vietnamese: Chuc Mung Giang Sinh 
Welsh: Nadolig Llawen 
Yoruba: E ku odun, e ku iye'dun! 

May you know Him as..  
The God who sings over you and with you in Joy  
The God who rejoices over you and with you.  
The God whose mountains and hills  
break forth before you into singing;  

and all the trees of His fields clap their hands  
The God who walks beside you, delighting with you  

as He directs your every step.  
  

May you know Him as..  
The God who compassionately  
comforts you as a Father in all your troubles  
The God who strengthens your inner man  
by His Spirit that is always with you.  

The God who is your strength, your refuge  
and a very evident and present help.  

The God who is your shield and protection  
when you are under attack.  

The ever present God who is eternally your 
peace.  

  
For unto us a child is born,   
Unto us a son is given:   

And the government shall be upon his shoulder:   
And his name shall be called   

Wonderful, Counsellor,  The mighty God,   
The everlasting Father,  The Prince of Peace.  

 Isaiah 9:6  
And that child grew up.. To become...our Saviour.  
Our Redeemer ð Our Portion ð Our Strong Tower  

Our GOD.  

Merry Christmas to Every ethic group in our parish! 
Afrikaans: Gese±nde Kersfees 
Afrikander: Een Plesierige Kerfees 
African/ Eritrean/ Tigrinja: Rehus-Beal-Ledeats 
Albanian:Gezur Krislinjden 
Arabic: Milad Majid 
Argentine: Feliz Navidad 
Armenian: Shenoraavor Nor Dari yev Pari Gaghand 
Azeri: Tezze Iliniz Yahsi Olsun 
Bahasa Malaysia: Selamat Hari Natal 
Basque: Zorionak eta Urte Berri On! 
Bengali: Shuvo Naba Barsha 
Bohemian: Vesele Vanoce 
Bosnian: (BOSANSKI) Cestit Bozic i Sretna Nova godina 
Brazilian: Feliz Natal 
Breton: Nedeleg laouen na bloavezh mat 
Bulgarian: Tchestita Koleda; Tchestito Rojdestvo Hristovo 
Catalan: Bon Nadal i un Bon Any Nou! 
Chile: Feliz Navidad 
Chinese: (Cantonese) Gun Tso Sun Tan'Gung Haw Sun 
Chinese: (Mandarin) Kung His Hsin Nien bing Chu Shen Tan 
Choctaw: Yukpa, Nitak Hollo Chito 
Columbia: Feliz Navidad y Pr·spero A¶o Nuevo 
Cornish: Nadelik looan na looan blethen noweth 
Corsian: Pace e salute 
Crazanian: Rot Yikji Dol La Roo 
Cree: Mitho Makosi Kesikansi 
Croatian: Sretan Bozic 
Czech: Prejeme Vam Vesele Vanoce a stastny Novy Rok 
Danish: GlÞdelig Jul 
Duri: Christmas-e- Shoma Mobarak 
Dutch: Vrolijk Kerstfeest en een Gelukkig Nieuwjaar! or Zalig Kerstfeast 
English: Merry Christmas 
Eskimo: (inupik) Jutdlime pivdluarit ukiortame pivdluaritlo! 
Esperanto: Gajan Kristnaskon 
Estonian: R»»msaid J»ulup¿hi 
Ethiopian: (Amharic) Melkin Yelidet Beaal   
Faeroese: Gledhilig jol og eydnurikt nyggjar! 
Farsi: Cristmas-e-shoma mobarak bashad        (continued in next column)  



 

 

Singles over 50 Group:  This group meets 
every Wednesday at the Hot Lunch Program 
and afterwards have several hours of social 
times playing card games or dominoes.  This 
group also organizes various excursions.  
Contact Carol Voss at 873-0272 or at  
sleepyhollow17@yahoo.com 
 

Other Ministries  

Computer Wizards:  This ministry provides computer train-
ing to parishioners and support to STM staff.  Contact Lou 
Gervais at 872-0278 or at LouG@stmparadise.com 
 
Counting Ministry:  Working in teams and under a team 
leader, these ministers meet weekly to count the parish col-
lections and ensure that parishioners are properly credited 
with their contributions.  Must have counting skills, the abil-
ity to work in confidentiality as parishioner information is 
private and protected, receive training and follow strict parish 
and diocesan rules.  Contact Fr. Mitch at 877-4501 (x204) or  
pastormitch@stmparadise.com 
 
Grounds Keepers:  Meeting on Friday or other suitable 
days, these ministers work with the Facility Manager Greg 
Kidder to maintain the parish grounds and buildings.  Work 

includes general labor, skilled carpentry, 
electricians, computer technicians, painters 
and others.  Contact Facility Manager Greg 
Kidder at 228-6163 or at 
Greg@stmparadise.com. 
 
Office Ministry:  These volunteers volun-

teer for a half day or more of work in the office to serve pa-
rishioners and aid the pastor and staff in their duties.  This is 
largely clerical and reception work which require office 
skills, people skills and the ability to be discrete and confi-
dential regarding the business of parishioners.  All volunteers 
receive training and a manual is available.  Contact Office 
Ministry Coordinator Pat Wallila at 876-9185 or 
patw@stmparadise.com. 
 
Vocations Committee:  This ministry seeks to promote vo-
cations within the parish and support diocesan efforts to re-
cruit for the clergy and religious life.  Contact Lou Donnelly 
at 872-1212 or at pacbelle@sbcglobal.net. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quick references:  
To put something on 
calendar ð 

philb@stmparadise.com 
To put something in the bulletin ð donna@stmparadise.com 
To take out an ad in the bulletin ð Joe DiDuca (877-6842) 
To have a mass said for someone ð front office (877-4501) 

Social Ministries  
Bereavement Ministry:  Meets with families of deceased 
parishioners to help them plan services.  Contact Gene 
Even at 877-1767 or at hapirwe@msn.net 
 
Homebound Ministry:  This group of Extraordinary Min-
isters of Holy Communion visit the homebound as well as 
those in hospitals and care homes to deliver them commun-
ion, prayer and communication with the parish.  Contact 
Mary Even at 877-1767 or at hapirwe@msn.com. 
 
Hot Lunch Program:  This ministry 
prepares a hot meal for any who come 
in on Wednesdays at noon.  These 
meals are provided both for parishion-
ers who may give a donation if they 
wish and for those in need.  Food is 
served at the table.  They also raise 
funds for the ministry throughout the year.  Contact Al 
Penna at 872-0460. 
 
Mothers and Others:  This ministry designed for busy 
mothers and others (including men) works a variety of so-
cial ministries.  They help with Table of Plenty and run the 
parish program to provide to an additional 180 or more 
families all they need to prepare a meal for Thanksgiving, 
Christmas and Easter.  They also provide Christmas gifts 
for children in need, collect school supplies and clothing 
for children in need, and support various other parish pro-
gramming.  Contact Norma Degmetich at 873-4913 or at 
mdegmetich@aol.com. 
 
Our Ladyôs Rosary Makers:  This ministry prays over 

and makes rosaries which are distributed to 
the parish, military personal and overseas.  
Contact Loretta Collins at 876-1484 or at 
Robertcol8@aol.com. 
 

Peace and Justice:  This ministry works to promote peace 
and justice issues within the parish and community.  They 
have associations with other peace groups, promote prayer 
forums, work to inform the consciences of the parish and 
parishioners, and participate in the Catholic Fair Trade pro-
gram.  Contact Dan Johnson at 877-9983 or at  
danjohnson@saber.net. 
 
Shawl Ministry:  These ministers pray over and knit 
shawls which are then presented to others as a 
sign of their care and Godôs presence.  Contact 
Norma Degmetich at 873-4913 or at mdegmet-
ich@aol.com. 
 

Table of Plenty Food Ministry:  This minis-
try collects food from parishioners and others 
and receives donations to purchase goods to help feed over 
150 families with twice monthly grocery supplements.  
Families are scheduled so that distributions are made each 
Friday.  Contact Norma Degmetich at 873-4913 or at 
mdegmetich@aol.com. 

How Does God Call You? 
When looking for vocations look 
first to yourself.  God chooses ordi-
nary people for extraordinary tasks!  
Donôt turn away.  Dare to be radical 
ð turn towards prayer and face God! 
Check out considerpriesthood.com  



 

 

Administration Ministries 
These ministries aid in leading the parish 
functions and are a direct aid to the Pas-
tor in his responsibilities.  They are trans-
parent in all planning and financial mat-
ters in that they are open and available 
for review by all registered parishioners.  

Annual finance reports are published in the bulletin and 
audits are held by the diocese every three years. Members 
are appointed by the Pastor in consultation with current 
members and with consideration of any who wish to serve.  
All are subject to diocesan regulations.  The Pastoral Coun-
cil is the lead council followed by the Finance Board, with 
the others working within their authority. 
 
Building Committee:  This ministry meets regularly to 
plan the new Community Center and efforts to preserve the 
present hall.  It is made up of the Pastor, staff, members of 
Administrative Ministries and various members of the lai-
ty.  It reports to the Finance Board, Parish 
Council, Pastor, diocese and parish community as 
a whole. 
 
Finance Board:  This council of up to 5 members of the 
parish plus the pastor work to ensure that finances of the 
parish are in good order, that proper reports are made and 

that diocesan and general accounting rules are 
followed.  They meet at least 4 times per year, 
must approve and publish the budget and sum-
mary of annual expenses, and audit various 

financial activities of the parish.  Members serve three year 
terms. 
 
Hospitality Ministry:  Coordinate the coffee and dough-
nuts after Sunday morning Masses so that different minis-
tries offer this service and are visible to the community.  
Contact Mary Even at 877-1767 or hapirwe@msn.net 
 
Ministry Coordinator:  This group works to organize and 
coordinate the various ministries and to keep them on track 
within the parish mission.  It also helps new parishioners to 
become integrated into the parish.  Contact Greg 
DeCristofaro at 873-4132 or at 
gregdec@att.net. 
 
Pastoral Council:  This ministry of up to 12 
members of the laity plus the pastor, work with the 
pastor to inform his decisions and help in his administra-
tion of the parish.  This includes providing leadership in 
directing the parish and ensuring that parish needs are re-
flected in decisions.  Members serve three year terms. 

Associated Groups 
These groups are organized separate from the parish but are 
associated with it.  They support parish activities and mem-
bership is usually open but each has its own requirements. 
 
Ladies Guild:  This is a national association with local 
chapters.  These women of the parish gather for social ac-
tivities, fund raisers and other activities to support the 
works of the Church and to support one another.  Contact 
Pat Wallila at 876-9185 or at patwallila@yahoo.com. 
 
Legion of Mary:  Dedicated to Jesus through Mary, this 
group meets for prayer and to support the pastor in his du-
ties.  The group has other requirements of dedication.  Con-
tact Elaine Stepp at 877-3799. 
 
Knights of Columbus:  A group of committed Catholic 
men gathering for mutual support, prayer, education and to 
aid the Church in its mission.  This is a world-wide organi-
zation with local chapters.  Contact Greg DeCristofaro at 
873-4132 or gregdec@att.net 
. 
Secular Franciscans:  This lay group associated with the 
Conventual Franciscans has local chapters dedicated to the 
way of St. Francis and helping to support the efforts of the 
parish.  To learn more about beginning this process, or for 
other questions or information please contact Barbara 
Wright at 570-0449 or Dirk Wohlau at 876-1613 or at 
dirk_wohlau@yahoo.com.   
 
St. Vincent de Paul:  This local chapter of a national group 
is dedicated to serving the needs of the poor and is support-
ed by collections within the parish.  It cooperates extensive-
ly with the pastor in its reach out program and coordinates 
the activities of the parish itself and the various food minis-
tries.  Contact Jan Bolger at 872-2083. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries  
Celebrated on the last weekend of each month. 
Each parishioner celebrating a birthday or wed-
ding anniversary is asked to stand to receive our blessing. 

Stand and be Counted! 
If you are new to the parish or newly returned, we encour-
age you to register as a parishioner.  Registration is very 
important for the parish and provides benefits for you. 
¶ Registration helps us to plan how best to serve parish-
ioners by providing us the makeup of those attending. 

¶ Registration helps us measure the effectiveness of our 
ministries and to plan for our future. 

¶ Registered parishioners receive at least two reports 
each year, before Lent and Christmas, with important 
schedules, liturgical information and reports on parish 
activities and finances. 

¶ Registration results in a parishioner number.  This num-
ber on envelopes or checks ensures that you receive an 
annual recap of donations to provide for tax deductions. 

¶ All registration information is strictly confidential and 
is never shared outside of Church operations.  Contri-
bution information is accessible only by those who con-
tribute to its accounting. 



 

 

ParishPay is an optional form of giving that allows 
you to plan out your donations and have them auto-
matically deducted from your checking account or 
charged to a credit card.  The service is of no cost to 

you.  The parish pays a small percentage of the collections made for ParishPay services.  The advantage to the parish is it 
provides a steady, reliable stream of income.  The advantage to you is full control, automatic payments, the ability to 
change payments each month and the ability to include second collections.  All payments are deducted and made on the 
5th of each month.  All collections are listed so that you may use ParishPay for your regular parish support or for all 
forms of support, including diocesan collections. You may handle the system directly at www.ParishPay.com  or you 
may contact the office for a form to allow office team to enter the information for you.  All information is strictly confi-
dential, never shared, and only those payments authorized by you are made.  Find out more at www.ParishPay.com or 
contact Fr. Mitch or Lois Gervais (Mondays) in the office for more information. To find Saint Thomas More on the 
ParishPay system, once you are on their site, the easiest way is to enter our zip code, 95969.   

You can now donate electroni-
cally directly from your checking 
account or using a credit card. 

Sundays  
Age 5 through 5th Grade Childrenôs Liturgy of the Word 
During 10:30am Mass 
 
Mondays 
Grades 7-12 Youth Ministry 
6:30-8:30pm (Basement) 
 
Tuesdays  
Grades 10-12 (and Grads) Faith Formation  
& Confirmation Discernment Process 
6-8pm (Achieve School Room #5) 
 
Wednesdays  
Grades K-5th Faith Formation 
3:30-4:45pm (Achieve Campus) 
*includes:  
First Reconciliation & First Eucharist Year One/Year Two  
(takes place during First and Second Grade) 
RCIA  Adapted for Children Year One and Year Two  
(age 7 through 5th Grade) 
 
RCIA Adapted for Young People (Grades 6-12) scheduled as needed 
 
Also Wednesdaysé 
Grades 6-9 Faith Formation 
6:30-8pm (Basement) 
 
Thursdaysé 
Continuing Adult Faith Formation 
7-8pm (Small Hall)  
 
And MANY opportunities on weekends and at other special times to be involved in more faith formation, leadership, 
service, retreats and other fun on/off campus events!  The Faith Formation and Youth Ministry weekly calendar can 
always be found on the inside back cover (usually page 6) of every parish bulletin or online at www.stmparadise.com 

Faith Formation and Youth Ministry 
There are many things going on in Faith Formation &Youth Ministry !  Our focus is certainly the ongoing commitment to 
liturgy and catechesis ï but there are many ways to do this ï and we need all kinds of personalities from all over this par-
ish!  Consider getting involved in youth ministry and/or faith formation at STM!  Each young person and his/her family is 
called to youth ministry and faith formation by their Baptism ï God will keep calling ï when will you answer?  And who 
will you bring with you?  Contact Colleen with questions or more information at 514-3892 or colleen@stmparadise.com 

Donôt Forget about Christmas Quarter! 
There are 3 Feasts of Christmas and weôre 
celebrating 2 of them as a parish following our 
Sunday 5pm Mass beginning next Sunday! 

 
26 December ð Feast of the Holy Family 
2 January ð Feast of the Epiphany 
5pm ð Mass 
6pm ð Potluck  
7pm ð Family/Parish Faith Formation 
Epiphany Party!  Bring wrapped gift $1/less 
per participant (can be a re-gift!)  Be creative! 
 
9 January ð Feast of  the Baptism of Jesus 
(also Hectorôs 2nd Mass & Baptisms!  COOL!) 
5pm ð Mass 
6pm ð Potluck  
7pm ð Family/Parish Faith Formation 
Reception of Families AND Fr. Hector! 

All are welcome!!! 

mailto:colleen@stmparadise.com



